
Goldblum Family

It was in the year 1903 that Leopold Goldblum migrated to Germany. He originally came from the village of 
Osiek in Poland, which at the time belonged to Austria-Hungary. In Germany Leopold first lived in 
Aschaffenburg and moved in 1906 to Heppenheim on the Bergstrasse. He settled here and established a 
shoeshop and cobbler’s at Lorscher Strasse 2.

Through the Religious Instruction teacher and Cantor, Nathan Friedmann, he met Nathan’s niece, Bertha 
Metzger. They married in 1908 in Roßdorf, a parish in the South Hessen district of Darmstadt-Dieburg. After 
their marriage, Leopold and Bertha ran the shoe business together. He was the shoemaker while she kept the 
books. Leopold and Bertha had three children. Their eldest daughter, Flora, was born in 1909 in Heppenheim. 
Irma, their younger daughter, followed in 1910, and son Bernhard in 1914.

When in the same year Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, Leopold, who was still a national, had to go to 
war as a soldier for his country. His son Bernhard was only a few months old at this time. The young father was 
to stay on the front for three years altogether, working in the saddlery of the k. u. k. Infantry Regiment No. 20 
“Heinrich, Prince of Prussia”. In the meantime, Bertha 
employed an assistant shoemaker and ran the business 
alone. Bernhard only met his father at the age of three, 
previously knowing only photos and stories about him.

World War I ended in 1918, peace was declared, and 
Leopold’s home village, Osiek, officially became Polish. 
Life gradually returned to a new normality. The Goldblum 
family were respected members of the Jewish community 
in Heppenheim and got involved wherever possible. In 
her later memoirs, daughter Irma describes her childhood 
and paints a very graphic picture of Jewish family life with 
all its festivals and traditions. But she also describes how 
her father’s background prevented him becoming a member of the “Chevra Kadischa” (a funeral society 
dedicated to burials) and to taking on office. Eight years after arriving in Germany, Leopold finally applied for 
German nationality at the beginning of 1921. It was granted only in 1923 despite the intercession of several well-
wishers. Why he waited so long to make an application which was to make his life so much easier in Germany, 
we don’t know. In 1927 the family moved their residence and the business round the corner to Post-Strasse 6 
(see the pink advertisement below).
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Bernhard Goldblum and Bertha Metzger Goldblum (undated)



Schuhhaus Advertisement 1908

Schuhhaus Advertisement 1911

Schuhhaus Advertisement 1913

Schuhhaus Advertisement 1927

When life for Jews in Germany became ever more difficult, Flora became the first to leave for USA in 1936. 
After school she had done an apprenticeship as a seamstress, and now she applied for a travel permit in 
November 1935. In August 1936 she sailed on the SS Manhattan to New York and applied for naturalization in 
March 1937. Her younger brother Bernhard, who did an apprenticeship as a tailor journeyman with the 
Bensheimer Bekleidungswerk clothing works, left Heppenheim on 12th August 1937 and shortly after sailed on 
the SS St. Louis from Hamburg to New York. Their sister Irma finally followed them in September 1938. She 
had applied for her visa at the same time as her parents, but Leopold’s background caused his application to be 
delayed by six months. He was a part of the “Polish quota”. And so Irma left alone with a heavy heart leaving 
her parents back in Germany.

As with all Jewish men of Heppenheim, Leopold was forced after Pogromnacht to even out the burnt remains of 
the synagogue. In his desperation, and because he wanted to save the Thora rolls, he jumped in front of the 
collapsing walls. He was rescued and, along with all the others, arrested and sent for several weeks to the 
concentration camp at Dachau. In the meantime, his visa was approved, so that after his release in February 1939 
he and Bertha were finally able to join their children in the USA.

On arrival in New York they initially all lived together in the same apartment. A few months after her parents’ 
arrival, Flora married Ludwig Mayer from Reichenbach (Odenwald) on August 20th 1939. She worked as a 
seamstress and later ran a cleaning business together with her husband and brother. She died childless on 12. 
March 1972.
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Irma also married at the end of the same year, in 
December 1939, to Leonard Reiss from Ulrichstein 
(Vogelsberg region). They had two sons to whom their 
mother told many stories of her childhood and youth in 
Heppenheim.

Bernhard continued to live with his parents in New 
York. He remained single, and died on 23rd March 1951 
of Alheimer’s.

Leopold Goldblum died on 6th October 1947 of liver 
cancer; Bertha died on 12th June 1951.
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Flora Goldblum and Ludwig Mayer 1940


