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Meyer Family 
By Almut Rüllmann, M.A. 

 

Arthur Meyer, b. 1874 in Trebur, killed 1943 in Auschwitz 
Helene Meyer, née Cohen, b. 1879 in Bonn-Endenich, killed 1943 in Auschwitz 
Hans Martin Meyer, b. 1913 in Kotaradja, d. 1984 in Amsterdam, buried in Ra’anana, Israel 
Herbert Meyer, b. 1916 in Bandung, d. 18.07.1973 in Den Haag 
Ernst-Ludwig Hugo Meyer, b. 1917 in Surakarta, killed 1943 in Sobibor 

 

From 1920 Arthur Meyer, an officer in the Dutch forces, was on the lookout for a perma-
nent home in Germany for his family. He was approaching retirement. Eventually, from 
1922 to 1934, a villa in Heppenheim’s Hoehnschen estate, a prestigious residential area, 
was to become the family home for himself, his wife Helene and sons Hans Martin, Herbert 
and Ernst-Ludwig Hugo back in his old home state. 

Arthur Meyer was born in 1874 in Trebur, the son of a Jewish businessman and livestock 
trader. Sometime in 1894–5 he volunteered to join the 88th Infantry Regiment (Nas-
sauisch) in Mainz. Shortly after that he left for unknown reasons to join the KNIL (Kon-
inklijk Nederlandsch-Indisch Leger) in January 1897. This unit was responsible for gov-
erning the Dutch-Indian Colony (Indonesia today). In order to do this, it was necessary to 
apply for emigration from the Hesse state federation. As a German Jew in a Dutch unit he 
was able to take up a military career and ended it in the rank of Staff Sergeant (sub lieu-
tenant). 

As he had already passed 30 years of age, when on leave in Germany in 1909 he went in 
search of a wife – at least according to the wedding poem – and in furtherance of this found 
himself in Essen. Here he met his future wife Helene Cohen, who was born in 1879 in 
Bonn-Endenich. She lived and worked in a shop in Mülheim on the Ruhr and the couple 
married soon after in 1910 in Siegburg, by Helene’s relations. Already in April of that year 
the newly-weds left Europe and returned to Indonesia, where their three sons were born 
in various regions of the small island state, in 1913, 1916, and 1917. 

Eventually they returned to Germany in 1920, stayed a short time in Weinheim, and finally 
they acquired the grand house at Ernst-Ludwig-Strasse 2 on 19th April 1922. Helene lived 
there initially alone with her three sons, as Arthur still needed to complete his remaining 
service as a Quartermaster and Staff Administrator (probably at the military hospital) in 
Indonesia. After his military retirement in 1923, Arthur joined the family in Heppenheim. 

After a while, the Meyer family employed a servant, a young girl by the name of Hilde 
Sprang. They also applied for Hessian citizenship, which was granted in November 1926. 
They were receiving a pension, but to finance the sons’ further education and the upkeep 
of the house, they needed also to work. 

The sons attended the local schools (Volksschule, Oberrealschule) and Hans Martin joined 
various societies, e.g., the gymnastics club and first aid. He completed his business training 
between 1930 and 1933 with a Jewish-run firm in Mannheim. 

The Meyer family were in very close contact with the family of Ludwig Metzger, the later 
Mayor of Darmstadt, as they were close neighbours in the Hoenschen estate and because 
he had previously been Court and Parliament Assessor in Heppenheim. Arthur Meyer 
doesn’t appear to have been particularly prominent in his new hometown, although he 
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did stand for election to the committee of the Jewish community, but lived with his family 
a rather quiet existence. 

The introvert Heppenheim lives of the Meyers, a Jewish officer’s family with a Dutch colo-
nial past, changed suddenly and dramatically with the rise to power of the National So-
cialists in January 1933, and particularly in March 1933 when Arthur was apprehended 
in the middle of the market square by SA men. He was accused of military collaboration 
with the USSR and of being a “communist sympathizer” and treasurer of the local Com-
munist Party. The accusations couldn’t be proved, but the shock of getting arrested by the 
new rulers and further reprisals by official bodies and the bank, and not least of the suc-
cessful process to remove him from the Hessian state federation in the summer of 1933 
forced Arthur Meyer to sell his house at Ernst-Ludwig-Strasse 2 (very likely well under its 
true value). Even today it hasn’t been clarified beyond doubt who was the next owner of 
the villa. 

Hans Martin, the first-born son, left Germany for Den Haag already in 1933. Arthur, He-
lene, and Ernst-Ludwig Hugo followed him practically destitute in February 1934. And 
finally Herbert in April 1934 as soon as he had completed his schooling. (To this end he 
lived for a short time with Markus Hirsch). As the whole family spoke Dutch, and Arthur 
was receiving his pension from there, it was an obvious destination to flee to. They were 
in safety until, in 1940, the German Reich overran the Benelux countries in the so-called 
Blitzkrieg. 

The family dispersed to Putten, Otterloo, and Den Haag because of the new anti-jewish 
regulations of the new occupiers; in Putten Arthur and Helene moved residence fre-
quently until they were finally interned at Westerbork. In February 1943 they were both 
moved to Auschwitz and murdered there. 

Ernst-Ludwig Hugo, the youngest son, fled in April 1943 to his brothers in Den Haag, 
where they had found refuge with Herbert’s mother-in-law. Here he was arrested on May 
13th 1943 in a raid. He was taken to Westerbork, then deported to the concentration camp 
at Sobibor where he died on May 21st. 

Brothers Hans Martin and Herbert went underground with their wives and survived. Hans 
Martin emigrated after the war to Israel and lived on a Kibbutz. Herbert stayed with his 
family in the Netherlands and worked after studies as a construction engineer. 

 

from a report by Hans Martin Chanan Meyer, Jan 1957 (HHStAW 518_23656) 
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From a report by Herbert Meyer, Sept 1956 (HHStAW 518_2715) 
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